Illinois Agri Women
Advocacy in Action: Supporting the American Farmer
Organizational Goal: To speak out in support of
the American farmer and the farm industry.
In today’s rapidly shifting economic and political landscape, this goal is more critical than
ever. Farmers across the United States—especially here in Illinois—are facing mounting
pressures that threaten not only their livelihoods, but also the stability of our national food
system. Illinois Agri Women stands committed to elevating the voices of farmers and
advocating for policies that ensure their sustainability and success.
One of the most pressing challenges is within the American cattle industry. Recent trade
policies and tariffs on U.S. beef exports have created significant disadvantages for
domestic producers. At the same time, the United States has allowed increased imports of
beef from countries such as Argentina with reduced or no tariffs, placing American ranchers
at an uneven playing field. This imbalance has contributed to declining profitability and
increased uncertainty for cattle producers nationwide.
Similarly, Illinois’ cornerstone crops—corn and soybeans—are facing global competition
and market instability. Historically, U.S. farmers have relied on strong export relationships;
however, shifting trade dynamics and the rise of Brazil as a dominant agricultural exporter
have disrupted these markets. As international buyers turn elsewhere, American farmers
are left navigating lower prices, oversupply, and shrinking margins.
Beyond market pressures, financial strain is becoming increasingly evident. According to
U.S. Courts data, 315 farm bankruptcies were filed in 2025—a 46% increase from the
previous year. This alarming trend highlights the real and growing risk to family farms and
generational agriculture operations. For many, the loss of farmland is no longer a distant
concern but an immediate reality.
That’s why it’s important to support Illinois House Bill 5593 - (HB5593) - this bill proposes to
create the Agricultural Land Conservation Act. To establish a dedicated funding source for
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). The bill aims to address funding shortages
for SWCD employees who assist with soil health, water quality, and conservation programs.
Compounding these issues is the continued delay in passing a new Farm Bill. The Farm Bill
is a critical piece of legislation that provides essential support through crop insurance,
conservation programs, and financial safety nets. Without timely passage, farmers are left
without the certainty and resources they need to plan, invest, and sustain their operations.
Illinois Agri Women recognizes that advocacy is not optional—it is essential. To support the
American farmer means addressing challenges head-on, engaging with policymakers, and
ensuring the realities faced by our agricultural communities are heard and understood.
Now more than ever, we must stand united in support of those who feed, fuel, and clothe
our nation.
